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Abstract
This article presents a systematic review of a sub-
stantial body of literature that considers the ways in 
which the concept of teacher identity has been used 
to understand and explore teachers' professional 
lives. The aim of the review was to go beyond the 
limitations of specific areas of teachers' practice to 
explore the broad and rich field of teachers' profes-
sional lives. Drawing on 412 articles from 2000– 
2021, the review demonstrates the growth in teacher 
identity research, particularly since 2010. Results 
from the review are categorised into seven thematic 
groups that span key areas related to teachers' pro-
fessional lives: (1) Models and frameworks of profes-
sional lives; (2) Narratives of professional lives; (3) 
Becoming a teacher; (4) Contexts; (5) Communities; 
(6) Change, transition and conflict; and (7) Subject 
specialisms. The review reveals gaps in teacher 
identity research, such as: few research studies from 
Global South countries; a limited number of studies 
focusing on non- core curriculum subjects, includ-
ing arts, history, geography and physical education; 
fewer studies focusing on primary school and early 
years teacher identities; and a divide between iden-
tity scholarship and research, and policy and prac-
tice. The article concludes with a call for teacher 
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INTRODUCTION

This article presents a systematic review of a substantial body of literature that considers 
the ways in which the concept of teacher identity has been used to understand and explore 
teachers' professional lives. We draw on Rinke's (2008) understanding of teachers' profes-
sional lives from her research on teacher retention through teachers' perspectives on their 
professional lives. According to Rinke (2008, p. 9) rather than ‘allowing teachers' careers to 
boil down to a single moment in time’, their professional lives capture ‘the motivations and 
expectations of a variety of individual teachers in a variety of contexts over an extended pe-
riod of time’. This perspective on teachers' professional lives forms a foundation from which 

identity research to be expanded and broadened with 
the aim to facilitate the progress of identity work in 
scholarship, policy and practice.

K E Y W O R D S
systematic review, teacher identity, teachers' professional lives

Context and implications

Rationale for this study
In the context of a growing body of research on teacher identity, particularly in the 
last decade, there remains a paucity of identity- focused systematic reviews. Existing 
systematic reviews tend to focus on specific fields such as subject specialisms, 
teacher education and beginning teachers. However, far fewer reviews span the 
broader field of teachers' professional lives; this article responds to this gap in the 
literature.

Why the new findings matter
The findings from this review are important in highlighting the most commonly ex-
plored areas in teacher identity research as it relates to teachers' professional lives. 
As such, the findings can inform policy and practice for teacher education and pro-
fessional development at local, national and international scales. The findings also 
highlight gaps in the literature and the implications this may have on teacher identity 
scholarship.

Implications for educational researchers and educators
Firstly, educational researchers can identify key themes arising from existing teacher 
identity research studies. This can help them to focus on specific areas that would 
benefit from further research as well as providing them with a single space from 
which to draw on the existing corpus of research studies. Secondly, teacher identity 
research is important for the professional lives and practice of educators and this 
review provides educators with an opportunity to understand the teacher identity 
scholarly landscape and, in turn, apply findings from the research to their own pro-
fessional practice.
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we understand the ways in which teachers' identities are (re)constructed over the course of 
their careers.

Theoretical understandings of teacher identity have remained consistent for the past two 
decades with a consensus that identity is dynamic, flexible and hybrid and is influenced by 
a range of individual factors. These factors include discourse such as personal biographies 
and narratives (Alsup, 2006), emotion (Day & Leitch, 2001), social contexts and relation-
ships with others (Beijaard et al., 2000; Rushton & Reiss, 2019). External and material fac-
tors have also been identified including school organisations (Day et al., 2005) and working 
conditions (Canrinus et al., 2011). The focus of this systematic review is not to explore the 
different definitions of teacher identity as such, but rather to consider a broad and represen-
tative range of understandings from across the field of teacher identity research. However, 
having an agreed definition of teacher identity was essential before proceeding to evaluate 
the literature. To summarise, our understanding of teacher identity is that it is socially con-
structed, dynamic and hybrid, that is shaped by discourse, narrative and emotions, and 
influenced by social and organisational contexts.

Review rationale and research questions

The research questions informing this systematic review arise from the authors' own re-
search and teaching focused on teacher identity, as well as from our own professional lives 
as schoolteachers. Firstly, in our scholarly work exploring a variety of factors related to 
teachers' lives and work, the concept of teacher identity has been central to our research 
and teaching (e.g., Rushton & Reiss, 2021; Steadman, 2023). As such, engaging with new 
theoretical models and frameworks, and other conceptual approaches on teacher identity, 
is important as we continue our research and teaching focused on teachers' professional 
lives.

Secondly, our own professional lives inform our continuing interest in teacher identity. We 
have all been schoolteachers: three authors have taught in secondary schools, specialising 
in the subjects of English and geography, and one of the authors worked as a primary school 
teacher with music as a subject specialism. The authors are now teacher educators, work-
ing with teachers at different stages of their professional careers, in three Higher Education 
Institutions based in England. Given our experience of, and interest in teachers' professional 
lives, we are keen to research the range of literature to better understand how identity has 
and can be used to further understand this field of education research.

The systematic review is therefore guided by two main research questions:

RQ 1: What are the key models and frameworks used to explore identity in the context of 
teachers' professional lives?

a) How and in what ways are narrative approaches used to explore teacher identity?

RQ 2: How and in what ways has the concept of identity been used to understand and 
explore teachers' professional lives?

a) How are beginning teachers' identities understood?
b) How is teacher identity explored and understood in different contexts and communities?
c) In what ways do periods of change and transition shape teacher identity?
d) How is teacher identity understood in relation to subject expertise?

In what follows we set out our review methodology.
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METHODS

A key strength of a systematic review is that such an approach reduces the inevitable bias in 
conventional literature reviews, where authors are more likely to consider studies with which 
they are already familiar. As Rushton and Reiss (2021) have previously highlighted, system-
atic reviews have the fundamental benefit of making explicit why certain studies are included 
and others are not. The review comprised four distinct stages as detailed in Table 1.

The completion of the first three stages of the review resulted in 412 items (Appendix 1) 
published in 68 different peer- reviewed journals (Table 2). A single country was identified 
in 394 items as the study context and in the remaining 18 papers, two or more countries 
were identified. This resulted in a list of 435 countries. The research was geographically 
widespread with research from 48 out of 193 UN- recognised countries included (Figure 1). 
This suggests that research that considers schoolteacher identity is of international interest. 
However, 60% of the 412 items were located in four countries: the United States (99), China 
(55), the United Kingdom (55) and Australia (39).

Quality assessment of included studies

A core aspect of the rigorous analysis of the literature for this systematic review included a 
quality assessment of all included studies. All studies were appraised using standard check-
lists of quality assessment criteria, for different types of study design. Where appropriate, we 
drew on critical appraisal checklists as set out by Spencer et al. (2004) to assess the quality 
of a specific study design in more detail. This involved starting with an assessment of the 
findings and then onto the different stages of the research process (design, sampling, data 
collection, analysis and reporting), concluding with general features of research conduct 
(reflexivity and neutrality, ethics and auditability).

Of the 412 items, 335 (over 80%) have been published since 2010, which indicates the 
significant growth of literature published in peer- review journals over the last decade and 
justifies the need for a systematic review at this point in time. Furthermore, only 12 of the 412 
items that we include in our review come from the first 5 years of our time frame, which sug-
gests that relatively few additional publications would have been included had we extended 
our time frame backwards (Figure 2).

Limitations

The decision to focus on studies that considered the professional identity of schoolteach-
ers meant the exclusion of research that considers the experiences of teacher educators. 
The time frame for the review of 2000– 2021 for material published in academic journals 
excluded material published prior to 2000 and research, including that found in conference 
proceedings, books and doctoral theses. Given these limitations, it is highly likely that other 
studies that consider schoolteacher identity exist and that these could have provided new 
and relevant insights to our review. Our study was limited by the inclusion of only English- 
medium journals and could be the reason why some countries located in South America 
and Africa as well as Russia are not represented in our dataset. As such, our review cannot 
make any claims about the universality of findings.
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TA B L E  2  Journals included in the review.

Journal title
Number of 
articles

Asia- Pacific Education Researcher 4

Asia- Pacific Education Review 5

Asia- Pacific Journal of Second and Foreign Language Education 2

Asia- Pacific Journal of Teacher Education 5

Australian Journal of Environmental Education 1

Australian Journal of Indigenous Education 1

British Educational Research Journal 3

Cambridge Journal of Education 1

Canadian Journal of Science, Mathematics and Technology Education 1

Compare: A Journal of Comparative and International Education 2

Critical Studies in Education 3

Cultural Studies of Science Education 15

Education 3– 13 4

Educational Assessment, Evaluation and Accountability 1

Educational Philosophy and Theory 3

Educational Research for Policy and Practice 4

Educational Review 5

Educational Studies 7

Educational Studies in Mathematics 2

Education and Urban Society 2

English Teaching and Learning 1

European Educational Research Journal 2

European Journal of Psychology of Education 2

European Journal of Teacher Education 27

Frontiers of Education in China 3

Gender and Education 6

Higher Education 1

Intercultural Education 2

International Journal of Educational Research 5

International Journal of Leadership in Education 4

International Journal of Music Education 5

International Journal of Science and Mathematics Education 5

International Journal of Science Education 11

International Journal of STEM Education 5

International Journal of Technology and Design Education 1

International Review of Education 1

Journal of Educational Change 2

Journal of Education for Teaching 19

Journal of Education Policy 3

Journal of English Language Teaching 3

(Continues)
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8 of 52 |   RUSHTON et al.

OVERVIEW OF RESULTS

With reference to our research questions, we present our synthesis of 412 items reviewed, 
grouped into seven distinct but related areas (Table 3).

The review of 412 articles emphasised the centrality of teacher identity in teachers' lives 
and practice. Our findings, synthesised into seven groups, highlight the most common top-
ics and areas in which teacher identity is explored and discussed in the literature. These 
are: (1) Models and frameworks of professional lives; (2) Narratives of professional lives; (3) 
Becoming a teacher; (4) Contexts; (5) Communities; (6) Change, transition and conflict; and 
(7) Subject specialisms (see Table 3 for each item of literature included in each group).

Group 1 and 2 of our findings responded to RQ1: What are the key models and frameworks 
used to explore identity in the context of teachers' professional lives? Group 1 (Table 3), 
synthesised research which examines theoretical models and frameworks of identity to re-
search teachers' professional lives, including research that focused on specific models and 
frameworks of identity (37 items) and studies that presented new models and frameworks 

Journal title
Number of 
articles

Journal of Mathematics Teacher Education 12

Journal of Religious Education 2

Journal of Research in International Education 4

Journal of Research in Science Teaching 5

Journal of Science Education and Technology 1

Journal of Science Teacher Education 14

Journal of Vocational Education and Training 4

Kappa Delta Pi Record 1

Mathematics Education Research Journal 3

New Zealand Journal of Educational Studies 2

Oxford Review of Education 4

Professional Development in Education 7

Reflective Practice 15

Research in Science Education 8

Research Papers in Education 11

Research Studies in Music Education 5

Science and Education 1

Science Education 9

Social Psychology of Education 1

Teacher Development 14

Teachers and Teaching: Theory and Practice 37

Teaching and Teacher Education 39

Teaching Education 17

The Australian Educational Researcher 5

The New Educator 3

Theory and Research in Education 1

ZDM Mathematics Education 8

TA B L E  2  (Continued)
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    | 9 of 52UNDERSTANDING TEACHER IDENTITY

through which to understand identity (8 items). Group 1 is important for the future of identity 
research and scholarship as it considers the models and frameworks used in the exploration 
of teacher identity as part of teachers' professional lives. Group 2 focused on the theme of 
narratives of professional lives and responded to RQ1a: How and in what ways are narrative 
approaches used to explore teacher identity? Group 2 included research that considers 
narratives as a methodological approach or conceptual framework for identity research (27 
items), studies that foreground metaphor and stories (17 items) and research that consid-
ers narratives of possible and future selves (15 items) (Table 3). Group 2 is highly relevant 
to identity work because narratives can be deployed to represent past events, while also 
positioning the individual in the present and future and making explicit the audience of that 
narrative (Taylor, 2017).

Groups 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 (Table 3) responded to RQ2 and the four supplementary questions 
as follows:

RQ 2: How and in what ways has the concept of identity been used to understand and 
explore teachers' professional lives?

a) How are beginning teachers' identities understood? (Group 3).
b) How is teacher identity explored and understood in different contexts and communities? 

(Groups 4 and 5).
c) In what ways do periods of change and transition shape teacher identity? (Group 6).
d) How is teacher identity understood in relation to subject expertise? (Group 7).

We labelled Group 3 ‘Becoming a teacher’ as this captured teachers' identity formation and 
their personal and professional identities at the earliest stages of a teacher's education and ca-
reer. We found that much of the identity literature reviewed focused on the developing identities 
of beginning teachers and those training to teach (Beijaard et al., 2000) with some suggesting 
that ‘becoming a teacher’ is an identity- forming process (Danielewicz, 2001). We identified two 
distinct areas within Group 3, including research focused on identity formation (27 items) and 
studies that consider teachers' personal and professional identities (16 items; Table 3).

F I G U R E  1  Teacher identity research publication density according to the country where studies took place.
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10 of 52 |   RUSHTON et al.

We constructed the fourth and fifth groups of ‘Contexts’ and ‘Communities’ in response 
to RQ2b. These are two significant themes constructed from the literature and highlight the 
frequency in which these areas are discussed in shaping, changing and influencing teach-
ers' identity. Group 4, ‘Contexts’, focused on the ways in which different contexts influence, 
shape and impact on teachers' identities across three sub- groups: the policy context (17 
items), school contexts (18 items), and international and intercultural contexts (28 items; 
Table 3). Within Group 5, ‘Communities’, we identified two sub- groups, the first focused on 
identity as part of communities of practice (32 items) and the second considered profes-
sional collaborations (17 items; Table 3).

The literature on transition and change in teachers' working lives is well established, 
particularly in the area of professional development (Guskey, 2002). However, we also 
found this to be the case in our review of identity, and through Group 6 we were able 
to explore how change and transition (in their many forms) shape teachers' identities. 
Themes of change and transition tended to be situated within broader conceptualisa-
tions of conflict and tension, including risks and vulnerabilities experienced by individuals 
(Thompson & Russell, 2017). Therefore, we structured this group through three distinct 
but related sub- groups of change (11 items), transition (13 items) and conflict (24 items; 
Table 3). Finally, teachers' subject specialisms play a key role in many teachers' iden-
tity constructions and thus it was pertinent to explore the way in which the literature 
positioned different subjects in this context. Group 7 responds to RQ2d in exploring 
the ways in which teacher identity is understood in different subject specialisms. Some 
subject areas have a greater emphasis than others, and we explored the broader sub-
ject areas with a focus on specific subjects within them. Table 3 highlights the literature 
that explores teacher identity in the areas of arts and humanities (15 items), languages 
(21 items), mathematics (16 items), physical education (4 items) and science (49 items; 
Table 3). Our findings reveal those subjects that are more commonly written about (e.g., 
science, mathematics) and others that feature less frequently or not at all.

Across these seven groups, the systematic review underlines a nuanced appreciation of 
the different factors that shape identity and some commonality of experiences and profes-
sional lives across different contexts.

F I G U R E  2  Items included in the systematic review by year of publication.
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DISCUSSION

Gaps in teacher identity research

A notable outcome from this systematic review was what was identified as being missing 
rather than what was included in the review. In what follows, we discuss some key areas that 
we found to warrant further development in teacher identity scholarship. Within the discus-
sion, we point to areas for further discussion focused on continuing to facilitate and develop 
teacher identity scholarship across a range of contexts and educational spaces.

Although there is plenty of literature that considers identity work within specific fields such 
as in teacher education, school practice, and even in new and changing educational land-
scapes and policy contexts, we contend that bridges linking identity research across these 
fields and into policy making continue to be needed. This may be, in part, because teacher 
identity remains largely undervalued in teacher education and educational policy (Beijaard 
et al., 2022; Rushton et al., 2023). This situation remains puzzling, given the importance 
of developing a positive teacher identity to maintaining a healthy and sustainable teaching 
workforce. Indeed, for some time now, it has been argued that a teacher's commitment is 
inextricably linked to their sense of identity (Day et al., 2005) and teacher identity lies at 
the heart of teacher development (Beauchamp & Thomas, 2010). It is therefore impera-
tive to consider teacher identity in an international context of persistent teacher recruitment 
and retention challenges, most notably in countries such as the UK (See & Gorard, 2020), 
USA (Dee & Goldhaber, 2017), Australia (Varadharajan & Buchanan, 2021) and continental 
Europe (European Commission, 2018). It is beyond the scope of this article to address the 
ways in which a better appreciation of teacher identity can contribute to solving pressing 
and enduring policy problems. However, this article is concerned with gaining a fuller and 
richer appreciation of what has been written about in this area for the past two decades 
and subsequently providing a clear rationale for policy makers to attend to teacher identity 
as part of teacher recruitment and retention initiatives. Not doing so seems to negate the 
obvious interest in issues of identity from within the teaching profession. As Sachs (2005, 
p. 15) underlines:

Teacher identity stands at the core of the teaching profession. It provides a 
framework for teachers to construct their own ideas of ‘how to be’, ‘how to act’ 
and ‘how to understand’ their work and their place in society.

Future research could consider how understandings of identity in a range of school and pol-
icy contexts can meaningfully inform persistent worldwide challenges of teacher retention and 
recruitment.

The second gap in the literature includes the types of teachers that tend to be researched in 
relation to teacher identity, specifically primary school teachers and teachers from minority eth-
nic backgrounds. There remains a dearth of literature on the teacher identities of primary school 
teachers and early years/foundation stage (EYFS) teachers. This is also evident in the abun-
dance of literature that considers teacher identity and subject specialisms (Group 7), which tend 
to focus on secondary/high school teachers. Primary school teachers are generalists and are 
expected to teach a wide range of subjects, they are unique in that a primary school teacher 
spends all day and each day with the same class of 30 children (Towers & Maguire, 2017). 
The impact of the primary school context on teachers' identities are specific and can be highly 
individualised as well as embedded within specific primary school cultures and environments 
(Nias, 1989). Could understanding more about how primary school and early years teachers 
construct and sustain their identities, enable a better understanding of the nuanced and varied 
ways in which different contexts, ages of children, relationships and professional practice can 
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affect teachers' working lives? There are also a limited number of teacher identity studies that 
centre on teachers from minoritised backgrounds. We contend that there is a need for more 
empirical studies focused on the work of teachers and school leaders from minority ethnic 
backgrounds working in different (national) contexts. This includes more research that explores 
how teachers situate their perspectives within the diverse educational contexts in which they 
work, including the ways in which identities of these teachers may also in part be imposed 
externally through classification categories such as their race, ethnicity and cultural identities.

The third gap we found in the literature relates to global contexts. As discussed earlier in 
this article, 248 (60%) of the 412 items were located in four countries: the United States (99), 
China (55), the UK (55) and Australia (39), and the remaining studies are located in over 
40 other countries. Despite the range of countries represented in teacher identity research, 
there remains limited engagement with identity literature in the Global South. A far greater 
emphasis on how teacher identity is understood and worked out in practice in Global South 
countries is very much needed, not only for the health and diversity of scholarship but also 
in better understanding teachers' lives and practices in other countries worldwide. Indeed, 
we argue that this is now an urgent priority in teacher identity research. Another related gap, 
identified through this review, was that most of the studies focused on a single nation, which 
was often a result of the small- scale and self- reflective nature of teacher identity research. 
Clearly, there is a need for large- scale cross- national research on teacher identity to better 
understand how teacher identity is constructed and sustained through different cultural and 
global contexts.

The final gap relates to the range of subject specialisms that have been researched in 
the teacher identity literature. The focus on STEM subjects and other core subjects such as 
English language teaching overshadows other areas of the curriculum such as history, ge-
ography, the creative arts and physical education. Indeed, the literature surrounding science 
teacher identity has grown rapidly in the past decade. For example, in this review, literature 
on mathematics and science teacher identities dominate subject specialisms group (Group 
7), comprising 65 of the 105 studies reviewed. However, we argue that teacher identity must 
be understood in all subjects, including those subject areas that research shows are crucial 
for children and young people's long- term physical and mental health, such as creative arts 
(Clarke & McLellan, 2022) and physical education (Piñeiro- Cossio et al., 2021).

Future priorities for the field of teacher identity research

As well as noting these gaps in the literature, this systematic review of 412 items of literature 
provides an opportunity to consider priorities for researchers whose work focuses on iden-
tity in the context of teachers' professional lives, including ensuring research is grounded in 
clearly communicated conceptual and theoretical frameworks and that future policy devel-
opment is informed by insights from the field of teacher identity.

Clarity of conceptual and theoretical frameworks

We contend that a key priority for the teacher identity research field is to ensure that there 
is clarity regarding the conceptual and theoretical frameworks that inform studies and that 
these are communicated coherently. Such an approach will likely ensure greater opportuni-
ties for researchers from different contexts to better understand the ways in which identity 
is conceptualised and understood across a range of literature and therefore support syn-
ergies and disconnections to be further identified. This systematic review of the literature 
demonstrates that the socio- cultural theory of teacher identity by Gee (2000) as being ‘a 
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certain kind of person’, is frequently drawn on as a framework to underpin teacher identity 
research (Androusou & Tsafos, 2018; Goktepe & Kunt, 2023; Hsu et al., 2017; Marco- Bujosa 
et al., 2020; Menon, 2020; Seban, 2015; Settlage et al., 2009). Central to Gee's (2000) 
conception of identity is that it is socially constructed and performed with and for others. 
The social element of teacher identity development has been highlighted by some research-
ers (Androusou & Tsafos, 2018; Goktepe & Kunt, 2023) whereas others foreground the 
dynamic nature of Gee's framework, which includes both personal and contextual factors 
(Hsu et al., 2017; Marco- Bujosa et al., 2020). Gee's (2000) delineation of four ways to view 
identity across contexts of the individual, institutions, discourse and affinity groups is also 
incorporated into research frameworks (Menon, 2020; Seban, 2015; Settlage et al., 2009). 
Other frameworks, which are closely aligned to Gee (2000), have a focus on the social 
and collaborative nature of identity making. For example, Zhang et al. (2018) highlighted 
Akkerman and Meijer's (2011) concept of identity as dynamic, multiple and social as pro-
viding the key theoretical underpinning for their work. Relatedly, Garner and Kaplan (2019) 
conceptualise teacher learning and identity formation as a complex and dynamic system. 
However, we also noted studies that drew on a range of concepts to provide the theoreti-
cal framework for their research. For example, Munfaridah et al. (2022) combined Carlone 
and Johnson's (2007) model of identity, which includes competence, performance and rec-
ognition, with Hazari et al.'s (2010) disciplinary- based identity framework. In two separate 
studies, Çetin and Eren (2019, 2022) provide a model for understanding identity by draw-
ing on multiple concepts including teacher professional goals, teacher identity and teacher 
possible selves (Çetin & Eren, 2019) and also teachers' achievement goal orientations for 
teaching, emotions about teaching, teacher identity and teachers' sense of personal respon-
sibility (Çetin & Eren, 2022). Similarly, Yuan and Lee (2015) and Yuan et al. (2022) draw on 
the cognitive, social and emotional processes of identity construction to provide a context 
for their work. Elsewhere, Bukor (2015) included personal construct theory, Jungian ideas 
of the complementary nature of reason and intuition and the concept of perspective trans-
formation. Although we do not advocate for theoretical or conceptual frameworks which 
are homogeneous, we do highlight the affordances for the research field as a whole when 
researchers provide a clear, coherent and explicit framework for their research in teacher 
identity.

Integrating insights from teacher identity research into education 
policy development

The policy context featured in much of the literature included in this systematic review (Day 
et al., 2005; Findlay, 2006; Huang & Asghar, 2018) and yet teacher identity remains largely 
absent in discussions and dialogue focused on policy initiatives that respond to persistent 
challenges, such as teacher retention and recruitment (Rushton et al., 2023). In the system-
atic review, research focused on the ways in which different policy contexts and educational 
reform shaped teachers' identities, including highlighting tensions between professional 
beliefs, values and sense of purpose with policy goals (Cohen, 2008; Day et al., 2005; 
McNally et al., 2008). The articles reviewed referred to the effects of policy reform context 
on teachers' identities (Buchanan, 2015; George et al., 2003; Hendrikx, 2020; Trowman, 
2008) as well as ways in which policy directives strengthen accountability and can erode 
trust (Czerniawski, 2011; Guenther, 2021). As Day et al. (2005 p. 566) have argued, ‘policy 
changes and reformist imperatives have left many teachers themselves feeling confused 
about their professional identity’.

In the more recent literature, research on teachers' well- being and its role in constructing 
identity was inextricably linked to the policy context (Skinner et al., 2021). Some research 
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also considered how teachers find ways of working within a set policy context that aligns 
with their identities through policy enactment and interpretation (Hennessy & Lynch, 2019; 
Stillman & Anderson, 2015). However, although individual or clusters of policies have di-
rect and specific effects on teacher identity, these should also be seen in the wider socio- 
political context in which schools operate. Articles in this review also considered this wider 
context, which becomes embedded into the school structures and cultures, and which in-
evitably has marked effects on developing teacher identities (Assaf, 2008; Attard Tonna & 
Calleja, 2023; Leonard & Roberts, 2014). Almost all the articles reviewed provide recom-
mendations for policy makers to consider teachers' identities and the wider characteristics 
of other stakeholders, too, when formulating policy changes. Given the wealth of insight and 
understanding as to the intersections between teacher identity and the wider policy context, 
and inspired by Alexander and Bourke (2021), we advocate for those engaged in the field of 
teacher identity research to publicly challenge and collectively seek to address the absence 
or marginalisation of teacher identity research in the wider policy context.

CONCLUSION

Teacher identity scholarship is an important way to understand the professional lives of 
teachers across the world. Although teacher identity work cannot support all aspects of 
teachers' professional lives, this review highlights how it can support varied areas of teach-
ers' professional experience, work and practice. This review highlights areas that are fre-
quently explored in teacher identity research as well as significant gaps, including studies 
that focus on experienced teachers at different stages of their careers and research from 
a range of Global South contexts. We contend that a key priority for the field concerns 
the significant gap in teacher identity research located in Global South contexts. Indeed, 
encouraging and developing teacher identity research in under- represented countries and 
cultures is now an urgent priority. Although we acknowledge that the Global North has 
monopolistic control over research outputs, we argue that much more needs to be done to 
ensure that teacher identity work from under- represented jurisdictions is actively encour-
aged, resourced and promoted. Finally, we end with a call for greater emphasis on building 
bridges between scholarly research of teacher identity and policy and practice to ensure that 
‘teacher identity’ genuinely informs policy making concerned with supporting and enabling 
flourishing professional lives for all teachers.
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